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MEDFORVAL sites visit – Luberon-Lure 

In the framework of the "Mediterranean Forest Management and Natura 2000" workshop, 
the MEDFORVAL project Secretariat visited the Luberon-Lure (France) MEDFORVAL site.  
 
This international meeting of Mediterranean managers of Natura 2000 sites aimed to facilitate 
exchanges between managers and to provide a comparison to the various practices of forest 
management in the Mediterranean, as part of the Mediterranean biogeographical process 
conducted by the European Commission within the Natura 2000 network. 
This event was also and above all the opportunity to meet Aline Salvaudon and Sophie Bourlon, 
from Luberon-Lure Biosphere Reserve, a member of the MEDFORVAL network. 
 
The three-day workshop offered introductory presentations, field visits, a knowledge market and 
three discussion groups. 
 
The three discussions groups were focused on the following topics: 
 

1. State of scientific knowledge and knowledge gaps concerning ecological connectivity, in 
particular old-growth networks, in Mediterranean forests; 

2. Strategies for the implementation and monitoring of old-growth forest networks in the 
Mediterranean region; 

3. Forest management to preserve reservoirs of biodiversity and ancient woodlands. 
 
These three themes, once intersected in a plenary session, highlighted a lack of knowledge on 
ancient forests in the Mediterranean Basin, and a need for networking and knowledge sharing, at 
a Mediterranean scale in particular. 
 
The plenary session moderated by Marine Lovero allowed for the MEDFORVAL project to be 
presented broadly to the participants. The project was also exposed at the market knowledge: a 
poster and a slideshow, as well as documentation on both MEDFORVAL project and AIFM were 
presented to help disseminate information about the network. AIFM/MEDFORVAL team were 
present to support the conversation with every interested people. 
 
 
To conclude, we can say that the various exchanges, in the knowledge market as well as during 
the plenary session, highlight a real demand of Mediterranean forests actors for tools and 
experiences sharing on management, conservation and restoration issues of forested areas in the 
Mediterranean basin. Many people are therefore very interested in the project, and in the network 
expansion in the coming years.  Many contacts were made. 


