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BEST MEDITERRANEAN NATURE BASED SOLUTIONS  
 

BACKGROUND 

The IUCN-Med programme concerns the Mediterranean region, one of the planet’s "hotspots" 
of biodiversity. The Mediterranean Sea, although representing less than 1% of the total sea 
surface of the planet, hosts 10% of the known marine species. The geographical area of the 
Mediterranean basin hosts 10% of the vascular flora of the planet, in only 2% of the planet 
surface. 

IUCN-Med concentrates its efforts on the implementation of the three IUCN global programme 
areas: Valuing and conserving nature; Effective and equitable governance of nature’s use; and 
Deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges in climate, food, development together 
with a fourth new specific programme area focused on IUCN corporate development. IUCN-Med 
contributes to the implementation of activities in Mediterranean ecosystems, with a special 
emphasis on marine and coastal areas which, despite their large size, share the same pressures 
mainly from the fishing, tourism, transport, urban and agricultural sectors. 

Three other major IUCN programmes converge in the Mediterranean region and complement 
each other: the North Africa programme, the Pan-European programme and the West Asia 
programme. 

The areas of Valuing and Conserving Nature and Effective and equitable governance of 
nature’s use represent the core of IUCN’s work. These programme areas are essential to 
conserve biodiversity and influence the economic, social and political processes that affect 
biodiversity, ecosystem management, natural resources, rights and responsibilities over nature.  

In the area of Effective and equitable governance of nature’s use, IUCN-Med is consolidating  
the experience of working with people and institutions to address how public and private 
decisions related to nature and ecosystems are affecting biodiversity and natural resources. This 
will lead to the development of a set of principles, standards and tools on rights, responsibilities, 
governance and justice in relation to nature. 

The goal of the third programme area is Deploying nature-based solutions to global challenges 
in climate, food, development, an area in which IUCN-Med uses its experience and knowledge 
to promote sustainable development and help poverty alleviation. Climate change affects 
biodiversity and environmental services; it can reduce water supply, restrict agricultural 
production or decrease the capacity to control floods. 
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IUCN Nature Based Solutions approach 

Nature-based solutions to societal challenges mean solutions that are inspired or supported by 
nature, which are cost-effective, simultaneously provide environmental, social and economic 
benefits and help build resilience. Such solutions bring more, and more diverse, nature and natural 
features and processes into cities, landscapes and seascapes, through locally adapted, resource-
efficient and systemic interventions. 

In the practice, it consists on promoting the use of ecosystems through restoration and 
conservation to address global challenges (such as climatic change), natural hazard disasters 
(flooding, avalanches, fires…), food and water supply, energy security, or even, urban heat 
production; by demonstrating the benefits of nature and healthy ecosystems, and showcasing the 
return on investment. 

In the Mediterranean IUCN is working on: 

• Provide evidence and knowledge base for nature-based solutions
• Advance the development, uptake and upscale of innovative nature-based solutions
• Foster cooperation on nature-based solutions.

With the aim of inspiring Nature Based Solutions in the Mediterranean and promoting this 
approach, the IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation has launched a process to identify 
and select those best Mediterranean experiences. IUCN-Med is establishing a four steps 
participative process: 

1. Identification of common criteria for selection
2. Launch of the Call for proposals at the World Conservation Congress to be held in Hawaii

in September 2016
3. Selection of best experiences
4. Presentation of the best practices experiences selected in IUCN and other 

future international and regional events

In addition of being an important hotspot for biodiversity, the Mediterranean is highly diverse 
in terms of culture and creativity. Innovative and successful nature based solutions in our region 
are worth to be shared and spread regionally and worldwide. This would also help positioning 
the Mediterranean and its IUCN members and partners, internationally, as attractive actors to 
be supported on new nature based solutions. 

The selection process to find good practices will be inspired by two interesting initiatives such 
the PANORAMA SOLUTIONS and BLUE SOLUTIONS at international level as well as the initiative 
of IUCN French National Committee Nature-Based solutions to address climate change. All of 
them sharing case studies that help provide insight on how effective governance and 
equitable management of natural resources and protected areas can provide solutions 
to major environmental challenges of the planet (see annex for further information). 
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THE PROCESS 

The process aims to strengthening the awareness and understanding about the functions and 
importance of nature; especially at the socio-political level.  It has been designed to involve 
members and strategic regional partners of IUCN-Med in two different phases: the identification 
of selection criteria, already done; and the identification of nature based solutions in the 
Region –among the IUCN family and beyond- by responding to the call for proposals. The process 
will take advantage of the WCC to launch and promote this Mediterranean initiative and link it 
with other similar processes around the world.  

 

 

 

Identification of selection criteria 

For the identification of selection criteria phase a total of 83 institutions and IUCN commissions’ 
experts responded the on-line questionnaire and scored (5-1) a set of 15 proposed criteria, and 
provided, as well, new suggestions that mostly have been considered in the ToRs. The form was 
available in English, French and Spanish, but no significant differences were showed in the 
results regarding the language used by participants. Preferences of criteria from the highest to 
the lowest were clustered in three main groups (see table of results in annex): 

Group I: relevance, resilience, impact and sustainability. 

Group II: continuity, socioeconomic impact, social acceptance and citizens’ involvement. 

Group III: cooperation with stakeholders, contribution to international regional policies, 
traditional knowledge, scalability, cooperation with regional or sub-regional institutions, 
adaptability and innovation.  

Additional issues that were proposed to be taken into consideration in the criteria have been 
gathered in Group IV, and include: 

• Sustainable Development Goals (especially SDG14)/ Local development

ToR: 
Identification 
of criteria for 

selection 

Call for 
proposals 

Open to IUCN Members and 
strategic regional partners 
 20 August-20 October 

Selection 
of best 

practices

Coordinated by 
IUCN-Med 
20 November 

By IUCN Members and 
IUCN strategic regional 
partners 
11 May to 23 May 
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• Economic development/earnings from nature/avoiding losses (catastrophes)
• Spatial management
• Financing aspects
• Policy integration
• Involvement of people from other sectors, not just conservationists

Participants also noted the need to take into account the geographic diversity and balance 
among the Mediterranean Region in the final list of selected projects. 
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ANNEX 
 

BLUE SOLUTIONS PROJECT 

The Blue Solutions Project provides a global platform to collate, share and generate knowledge 
and capacity for sustainable management and equitable governance of our blue planet. It 
synthesizes lessons learnt and best practice in marine and coastal management – innovative 
concepts and practical approaches that inspire action towards healthy ecosystems that sustain 
biodiversity and human well-being. Those are what we call “Blue Solutions”. 

Blue Solutions works on five subject areas, through a partnership of four organizations, with 
IUCN’s Global Protected Areas Programme and Global Marine and Polar Programme focusing on 
the topic of Coastal and Marine Protected Areas (MPAs); documenting, promoting and sharing 
experiences from MPAs around the world, highlighting different governance models and 
community based approaches, successful application of the IUCN Protected Area Management 
Categories, and the role of MPAs in enhancing resilience and disaster risk reduction. 

Through this, Blue Solutions aims to enhance the evidence base of MPAs addressing both human 
needs and conserving nature. By providing a platform for sharing and exchange, Blue Solutions 
will make a contribution towards supporting decision makers and MPA practitioners in applying 
“solutions” and achieving the Marine and Coastal Aichi Targets. 

 

PANORAMA PROJECT 

The Panorama is an effort to collate protected area case studies that showcase how protected 
areas provide solutions to some of the world’s challenges. The Panorama allows practitioners to 
share their stories and to learn about how others have tackled problems related to Protected 
Areas across the globe. The goal is to transform the way that we view solutions: not as fixed, 
context-specific proof-points, but instead as successes that can be leveraged to inspire and 
catalyse progress that transcends geography, issue, and scale.  

The initial portfolio of solution case studies was launched at the IUCN World Parks Congress 
(WPC) in Sydney, together with the first prototype of an online Protected Area solutions 
platform. The case studies are being documented using a standard format that identifies the key 
success factors. They are published on the web platform. 

The Panorama has featured prominently at the WPC, and new solutions and champions for the 
Panorama are being recruited continuously. 
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NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE 

On the occasion of COP21 of UNFCCC, IUCN France called for promoting the role of ecosystems 
in the fight against climate change and investing in a specific and ambitious way in solutions 
based on nature. With this aim the French National Committee released a compilation of good 
examples identified in France and other countries, showing how preserved natural 
environments play a fundamental role in mitigation, by storing and capturing carbon, and as 
well as in adaptation to the effects of climate change by limiting natural hazards. These efforts 
were finally reflected in the Paris Agreement, which also emphasizes the importance of ensuring 
the integrity of all ecosystems and the protection of biodiversity when taking action to address 
climate change. 

https://www.uicn.fr/IMG/pdf/UICN_France_-_Solutions_fondees_sur_la_nature-2.pdf 

 

 

  

https://www.uicn.fr/IMG/pdf/UICN_France_-_Solutions_fondees_sur_la_nature-2.pdf
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RESULTS OF THE PARTICIPATORY PROCES FOR THE IDENTIFICATION AND 
SELECTION OF CRITERIA 

GROUP CRITERIA Basic description/question Score 
average Rating 

I 

Relevance 

What are the benefits coming from the project/experience 
implementation regarding nature conservation, natural 
resources management natural sites and /or society under 
the vision of "nature-based solutions"? 

4.41 1 

Resilience Did the project/experience contribute to improve 
ecosystems or species resilience? 4.27 2 

Impact 

Does the proposed solution address the challenges of 
conservation and management of natural resources in the 
region? Can the impact of the solution presented be 
measured, quantified and testified? 

4.21 3 

Sustainability  Are the conservation outcomes of the project/experience 
sustainable (environmentally, socially and economically) 4.16 4 

II 

Continuity Do the actions of the project/experience have continuity 
after the project/experience is finished? 3.94 5 

Socioeconomic 
impact 

Indicate the socioeconomic impact in terms of changes in 
patterns of exploitation, reducing the impact of human 
activities, improving the quality of life of population 
groups, economic, etc. 

3.88 
 6 

Social 
acceptance  

How is the project/experience accepted? Indicated 
different levels (local, national, etc.) if appropriate 3.86 7 

Citizens 
involvement 

Does the experience have volunteers or groups of citizens 
involved?  3.86 8 

III 

Cooperation 
with 
stakeholders 

Indicate other stakeholders involved in the 
project/experience 3.64 9 

Contribution to 
international 
regional 
policies 

Indicate the contribution to regional and international 
policies (Barcelona Convention, CBD, EU Directives, etc.) 3.59 10 

Traditional 
knowledge 

Is the project/experience including or promoting 
traditional knowledge?   3.57 11 

Scalability Can the solution or some of its components be scaled to a 
lower or larger geographic area? 3.31 12 

Cooperation 
with regional  
or sub-regional 
institutions 

Indicate cooperation with regional or sub-regional 
institutions (UNEP/MAP and its RACs, GFCM, MedPAN, 
etc.) 

3.27 13 

Adaptability Is the solution adaptable to other geographic, social or 
sectorial contexts with only small modifications? 3.25 14 

Innovation What components make the project/experience 
innovative  3.20 15 

IV 

Other optional 
criteria 
suggested by 
IUCN’S 
constituency 

Participants in the process of identification and selection 
of criteria suggested additional issues that have been 
taken into consideration for the call of proposals, but were 
not submitted to be scored 

- - 
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LIST OF INSTITUTIONS/EXPERTS THAT PARTICPATED IN THE PARTICIPATORY 
PROCESS FOR THE IDENTIFICATION AND SELECTION OF CRITERIA 

NUM IUCN MEMBER/PARTNER/EXPERT  CONTACT ?? 
1 Centre de Coopération pour la Méditerranée de l'UICN Maher Majub 
2 ATEN  Naik Faucon 

3 IFREMER 
Yves Henocque, Senior Adviser 
Maritime Policy and Ocean 
Governance  

4 Ministere d el'Agriculture France Jennifer Ailloud, vétérinaire 
officielle  

5 Associazione Studi Ornitologici Italia Meridionale - ASOIM Maurizio Fraissinet - Président de 
l'ASOIM  

6 Adrar university, Algeria Abdelhadi BENZITA 
7 APEDDUB NG/25462 
8 NT Consulting Norbert Trehoux 

9 Université de Souse (Tunisie) Fethi Ayache, Snior lecturer in 
biogeography  

10 Comité français UICN Thierry Lefebvre  
11 MNHN Paris Jean-Philippe SIBLET - Directeur 

du Service du Patrimoine Naturel 
12 WWF Italy James Karimi 

13 Department of Plant Biology, Faculty of Sciences, University of 
Lisbon, Portugal 

14 ISPRA Arianna Aradis Researcher 

15 The Applied Research Institute-Jerusalem (ARIJ) 
Roubina GHATTAS- Head of 
Biodiversity and Food Security 
Department  

16 IUCN France Justine Delangue 
17 Bird Protection and Study Society of Serbia Milan Ružić, President 
18 Società Romana di Scienze Naturali Stefano Doglio 
19 MARINE FISHERIES DPT NULIFER ORAL (ADVISOR) 
20 CNR Dr. Livia Zapponi 
21 MEPA Carmen Mifsud -Senior 

Environment Protection Officer 
22 Animal Encounter Mounir R. ABI-SAID 

23 Shouf Cedar Society Faisal Abu-Izzeddin - Senior 
Adviser  

24 Liga para a Protecção da Natureza Carlo Bifulco, board member 
25 Faculty of Sciences - Cadi Ayyad University Slimani Tahar. Professor 
26 Mavra Stithou/Environmental 

economist  
27 Suez canal University no name 
28 Prince Albert II of Monaco Foundation Raphël CUVELIER  

29 ISPRA - Italian National Institute for Environmental Protection 
and Research 

Tunesi Leonardo - Head of the 
3rd Dept. CRA15 "Marine 
Habitats and Biodiversity 
Protection"  

30 The Royal Marine Conservation Society of Jordan Ehab Eid, Programs Director 

31 Cairo University Safaa A. Ghoneim, Assistant 
Lecturer 

32 Suez Canal University no name 
33 MARE-ISPA Carla Sousa Santos, Post-Doctoral 

Researcher 
34 Faculty of Science/American University of Madaba Fares Khoury 
35 National Center for Agricultural Research and Extension no name 
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36 Museo di StoriaNaturale dell'Università di Firenze, Sezione di 
Zoologia "La Specola" Claudia Corti 

37 Otter Specialist Group Nicole Duplaix 
38 Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency Wed Abdou 

39 LANDS NGO Pierluca Gaglioppa member 
delegate to IUCN  

40 CREA Alberto Sturla 
41 UPT Kuenda Laze  

42 Rubicon Foundation Umberto Gallo-Orsi, President of 
the Board  

43 MedPAN Marie Romani, Executive 
Secretary  

44 CSIC. Seagrass Species Specialist Aurora M Ricart 
45 Generalitat Valenciana Emilio Laguna 

46 Museo Storia Naturale of Verona, Italy Leonardo Latella - Curator of 
Zoology  

47 Dolphin Biology and Conservation Giovanni Bearzi, President 
48 Israel Nature and Parks Authority Simon Nemtzov 
49 Operation Big Blue Association Iffat Edriss - President 
50 Ben Gurion Univ of the Negev Shirli Bar David 
51 IUCN-SSC CISG Giuseppe Messana 
52 Alexandria University Marwa Waseem A. Halmy 

53 National Center for Agriculture Research and Extension (NCARE) 
Dr Sobhia Saifan/ Conservationist 
Head Plant Genetic resources 
unit  

54 CIDCE Frederic BOUIN, general 
secretary  

55 n.a.TILCEPA / TSEAPRISE  Stefano Gianazzi (EU Funding 
Consultant)  

56 Associazione Ornitologi dell'Emilia-Romagna ONLUS Roberto Tinarelli 

57 Federparchi - Europarc Italy Luca Santarossa, International 
Projects Manager  

58 Expert of CEESP, CEM 
59 Commission expert 

60 CIBIO/InBIO, Univ. Porto, Portugal Jelka Crnobrnja-Isailovic, ex-chair 
of the group 

61 WCPA Marko Pecarevic 

62 Association Marocaine pour la Protection de l`Environnement et 
le Climat 

Sidi Imad Cherkaoui, Financial 
Officer 

63 MEDMARAVIS X. Monbailliu 

64 University of Palermo Maurizio Sajeva, professor of 
Plant ecology 

65 University of Salento Ferdinando Boero 
66 University of Malta Elisabeth Conrad 

67 IUCN/SSC/MPSG - Mediterranean Plant Specialist Group Dr. Karim Omar - Environmetal 
Researcher  

68 Suez Canal University no name 
69 Institute of Applied Sciences, MCAST Mario V Balzan 
70 Conservatoire botanique national de Corse Laetitia HUGOT 
71 EEAA Dr Khaled Allam Harhash 

72 Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) Dr Jorge Cassinello, Tenured 
Scientist (CSIC)  

73 Agricultural University of Tirana Kastriot Korro 
74 ZOO KOKI  Angel Hernández 

75 DTS Generalitat de Catalunya 
Eulàlia Comas, técnica del 
Servicio de Planificaicónd el 
Entorno Natural  



10 

76 CEC/UICN Sílvia Mampel Alandete 
77 EUROPARC José A. Atauri 
78 Instituto Español de Oceanografía no name 

79 Parc Natural del Delta de l'Ebre área de protección e 
investigación 

80 Universidad de Valencia Antonio Camacho : Investigador 
81 Asociación herpetológica española juan m pleguezuelos 
82 EUROPARC-España Javier Gómez-Limón García 
83 Associação de Defesa do Património de Mértola Jorge Revez 
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