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The MEDFORVAL project Secretariat visited the Sharhabil Bin Hassneh EcoPark (Jordan) MEDFORVAL site 
and met with EcoPeace Middle East staff and partners in January 2017. 
 
Sharhabil Bin Hassneh EcoPark 
 
The work of EcoPeace Middle east around Sharhabil Bin Hassneh started in 2004, as a recreational area for 
local populations, with 100 dunum (about 10 ha) of land under Ziglab dam wall. At that time, the land was 
barren, due to overgrazing from goats and sheep. 
 
The first action conducted was to fence off the area; immediately and surprisingly, vegetation (flowers, 
mushrooms) began to return to the area. A partnership was thus established with Japan to conduct research on 
the local flora and fauna, and this, in turn, led to the birth of the Ecopark. 
 
Today, the park covers 270 ha in total, and is entirely fenced. The land is owned by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Jordan river authority, and is managed by EcoPeace Middle East (see after). Three climate types are 
found in the park: Mediterranean, Irano-turanian, tropical (below sea level and near the waterbeds). 
 
The park continues to be oriented towards recreation, with the addition of ecotourism activities: picnic areas, 
construction of eco-lodges, zipline, and creation of trails. 
 
In terms of ecological work, two main activities are conducted for the rehabilitation of the area. First, on the 
location of a temporary wetland, work was done to catch used water from sanitation (ecotourism water), thus 
expanding the length of time with water in the wetland. 
 
Secondly, trees were planted by the Ministry of agriculture, with the drawback of foreign species (fast growth 
speed) being chosen over endemic ones (lower growth speed). EcoPeace Middle East is now working closely 
with the Ministry agent, to promote native species in future plantations.  
 
Three groups of plants are foreseen, to fit the three climate types found in the park:  

- Pistachus atlantica, Pistachus palestina, Quercus ithaburensis 
- Silica alba, Ziziphus spina-christi, Ceratonia siliqua 
- Populus euphratica 

 
The park staff (namely Abed Sultan) is keen on working with neighbouring MEDFORVAL site Shouf (Lebanon), 
with a view to start work towards the creation of ecological corridors in the area.  
 
EcoPeace office and staff 
 
EcoPeace Middle East is a NGO founded in 1994, following the peace agreement between Israel and Jordan, 
with the aim to look after the share water and environment heritage. It has offices and staff in the three countries 
neighbouring the Jordan river (Israel, Palestine, Jordan), and is registered in the USA to achieve neutrality in a 
conflicted region. 
  
EcoPeace Middle East historically focuses mainly on water management in the Jordan river watershed, 
stemming from the high pressure put on water resources in the region (pumping, dam building, pollution). 
These water issues are transboundary, and EcoPeace lobbies towards each of the governments and work with 
local communities on both banks. 
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Actions conducted focus on education and awareness raising on one hand, and on the other hand on studies, 
researches and policy briefs redaction, with a view to collect data to convince authorities to work on these topics. 
 
Nowadays, the main project of EcoPeace Middle East is to rehabilitate the Jordan river, with the redaction of a 
Master plan for the area, a long-term plan building on all the data collected at local and national levels to 
reorganize the water distribution, aiming to achieve the objectives by 2060. 
 
The reflexion on water are conducted at the basin and watershed level: 8 communities near Jordan river and the 
Dead Sea are communicating in good neighbouring, scheduling annual meetings with local populations’ 
testimonies. 
Three national reports have been prepared in parallel of these meetings, feeding the masterplan for the region 
with seven strategic objectives, with 13 projects selected, and biodiversity is one of them. 
However, since there is no political will for a recognition of Palestine by Israel, not all the 127 actions listed can 
be implemented. 
 
Finally, a political “umbrella” and money are still needed. The World Bank made a trust fund fed by countries and 
private investors, but 45 million dollars are still needed for a complete Jordan river rehabilitation. 
 
Meetings with partners 
 
EcoPeace Middle East took advantage of the presence of MEDFORVAL to organize meetings with partners and 
local authorities otherwise hard to reach. 
 
Royal Botanic Garden – RBG 
 
The Royal Botanic Garden (RBG) was founded as a non-governmental, non-profit entity in 2005 to conserve the 
native flora of Jordan. RBG’s mission is to ensure native flora conservation through ecological restoration and 
providing research and demonstration site to address the environmental challenges of our times and generating 
hope for the future. 
 
The Garden site is located about 25 km north of Amman, on steep slopes overlooking King Talal dam. The site 
is formed of several different zones, each with its own microclimate, along a 300 metres elevation gradient, 
offering a wide range of possibilities for botanical research and display. 
 
RBG is a conservation-oriented botanic garden with three main components: 

1) Science and conservation: research facility 
2) Education and community development: tools based on the findings of the scientific component 
3) Sustainable living: eco-housing demonstration site. 

In particular, the RBG has an extensive experience and good results in seeds collecting, with the creation of a 
seed bank), and seedlings production in dedicated nurseries in the Garden site itself, for native or endemic 
trees, shrubs and herbs (including medicinal and aromatics plants). Work is conducted on the seeds 
provenance, aiming to improve genetic traits. 
The seedlings, produced in collaboration with the Ministry of agriculture, can be later used in restoration projects 
throughout the country, and  
 
The RBG and EcoPeace Middle East share goals such as restoring or recreating habitats throughout Jordan, 
and during the meeting both partners affirmed their will to collaborate in the future. 
In particular, seedlings exchanges could be organised, since EcoPeace Middle East is already sharing material 
with other organisations, like Doum palm (Hyphaene thebaica).  
 
Agriculture Ministry – Forestry department 
 
Meeting with the forestry department head, to present the MEDFORVAL network and to discuss potential 
cooperation between Ministry of agriculture and EcoPeace Middle East. 
 
Visit to Yarmouk reserve 
 
Funded in 2010, to protect and enhance locale biodiversity, the Yarmouk reserve covers 20,5 km2 near the 
border between Jordan, Israel and Syria (Golan hill). It is one of the main spots for Quercus ithaburensis, Jordan 
national tree, with old individuals aged between 500 and 1000 years old. It is managed by RSCN, the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
 Nature. 
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In addition, the reserve is home to a wide range of fauna, with 43 mammal species, including hyenas, caracal, 
porcupine, gazelles, as well as 58 bird species representing 14% of Jordan’s bird population, like the Sand 
Partridge, Moorhen, Hoopoe, Syrian Woodpecker, and bee-eater, and 15 reptiles, among them the Green Toad 
and the Palestinian Viper. 
It also hosts more than 250 plant species, like Atlantic Pistachio, White Willow, Oriental plane, Orchid Anatolian 
and Aleppo Pine.  
 
The reserve is developing ecotourism, with the creation of 4 trails. 
 
The main challenges the reserve faces are overgrazing, soil erosion, wood cutting, hunting, expansion of 
agricultural lands and random tourism. 
 
The reserve isn’t fenced, but rangers are all the time in the reserve, working with police, to enforce the law. The 
management relies on awareness rather than penalty, but issuing fines is still necessary. 
 
 
 
 


