
Rehabilitation	of	Forests	Sites	in	the	Lower	Jordan	Valley(Jordan).	
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The project is held by Sharhabil bin Hassneh (SHE) EcoPark and NGO EcoPeace Middle East EcoPeace 
Middle East (EcoPeace is a Palestinian, Israeli and Jordanian environmental peacebuilding organization). 
 
The	project	objectives	are	to:	

 
- Educate youth across shared watersheds about the interdependent nature of their forest resources.  
- Empower local leadership and adult residents to advocate the protection rehabilitation and restoration 

of the residual endemic forest trees by developing an identity and helping facilitate the developments 
of solutions to solve existing forest risks and problems such as logging, fire, climate change, etc.  

- Further advance the forest as a one element of the rehabilitation of the Lower Jordan River by 
developing high level political will and support amongst diverse constituencies for implementation of 
sustainable trans-boundary development for the Jordan Valley in line with the EcoPeace NGO 
Regional Master Plan.  

 
The Jordan River Valley, situated in the Great Rift Valley is of cultural, religious and geographical importance. 
The river is the lowest and perhaps most famous river on Earth, nestled in the unique ecosystem of the Jordan 
River Valley. It was once a fast flowing life source, but today, much due to misuse of resources and 
unsustainable policies, it is little more than a sewage canal. Over extraction, diversion of water resources, and 
the use of natural ecosystems, as dumping grounds have heavily degraded the valley’s landscape. Regional 
conflicts have intensified the situation, causing competition between countries and sectors and making 
environmental sustainability difficult.  
 
 
The Sharhabil bin Hassneh (SHE) EcoPark in Jordan is a unique initiative of EcoPeace Middle East, geared 
to help rehabilitate the Jordan River Valley by raising public awareness of shared environmental concerns, 
promoting cross-border cooperation for solving environmental problems, and developing eco-tourism. The 
SHE EcoPark is located near the Israel border  
 
The physical environment is characterized by a steep mountain ridge to the east and the Jordan River Valley 
to the west 
 
The SHE Eco Park aims to serve surrounding communities directly by engaging them in consultations and 
stakeholder analysis. During the planning process of the park, representatives of local communities in the area 
including municipalities and other relevant stakeholders such as official institutions, civil society and 
international agencies have been consulted 



 
Established in a degraded area of barren land and only scattered trees, the SHE EcoPark developed a priority 
in the field of biodiversity conservation and forest rehabilitation. Forests cover less than 1% of the total area 
of Jordan.  
 
EXPECTED	RESULTS:		

 
- Reduced negative environmental impacts affecting forests through educating multipliers  
- Empowerment of youth through ongoing implementation of trainings  
- Advanced political will to prioritize forest and biodiversity protection in the Jordan Valley  
- Continuous intercultural and crossborder dialogue among trained project participants  
 
As a next step, EcoPeace intends to replace exotic tree plantations by endemic species and expands the area 
of protected and rehabilitated forest. The following ssp. are most important to protect and rehabilitate: Zizifus 
spina-christi, Pistacia atlantica, Quercus ithaburensis, Tamarix nilotica and Capparis aegyptia.  
The EcoPark site is surrounded by a large area of forestry land (mostly barren land in the moment), which can 
be annexed later to the site based on the success of the pilot area. All additional and protected trees will help 
to increase biodiversity and will provide benefits for surrounding ecosystems.  
 
UPDATE June 2017: 
 
A three-day youth camp has been held at SHE between 30 March and 1 April as an activity related to the 
MEDFORVAL project.  
 
And on May 18th, 2017 EcoPeace hosted a Regional Adult Workshop with experts in the fields of biodiversity, 
environmental education and water policy from Jordan and Israel.   
 
 
 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

All	information	given	by	Abdelrahman	Sultan,	from	EcoPeace	Middle	East.		

	


