
 

 

Regional workshop on ecosystem restoration, community involvement, better management 

for buffer and development zones 

Shouf Biosphere Reserve- SBR held a study tour funded by the Italian Cooperation and 

MAVA (Association Internationale Forêts Méditerranéennes- AIFM), for participants from 

MEDFORVAL network and SBR partners where participants from KEW Gardens (Royal 

Botanical Garden, Kew), from IUCN-Regional Office of West Asia (ROWA) and IUCN National 

committee, RSCN Jordan, EcoPeace Middle East, MAICh, WWF Turkey, Wadi Rum protected 

areas, Lebanese protected areas, hemas and representatives from the ministry of 

environment attended the tour which lasted for three days, from 23 to 25 May 2017. 

 

Fig.1- At the park house 



MEDFORVAL project is a project funded by MAVA foundation, tackles the conservation and 

adaptive management of indicator species populations, and the restoration of wildlife-

vegetation interactions in the forest landscapes, using a variety of tools including fieldwork, 

research, education, and other appropriate measures. In this regard, a network was initiated 

to join forces for a better conservation of the biological diversity in the Mediterranean 

region. 

The study tour aimed to encourage potential partners to join this network, to let 

participants know more about SBR restoration plan and activities and share their 

experiences and knowledge. 

 

Fig.2- Visit to Maasser El-Shouf Cedar Forest entrance 

The first day began by welcoming the participants with a speech from the director of the 

reserve, Nizar Hani, and introducing them to the activities of the workshop. The 

representative of the Italian Cooperation Office in Beirut Mr. Dietmar Ueberbacher spoke 



about their role in organizing the workshop and the previous and current cooperation with 

the SBR. The MEDFORVAL representatives then gave presentations on their main activities 

and shared their experiences with the participants. Two presentations were made on the 

Mediterranean Prespa and Samaria National Park in Greece, as well as a presentation on 

KEW GARDEN. The participants then visited several restoration sites of the reserve and its 

environs, especially abandoned agricultural terraces that has been restored and other sites 

of afforestation, grazing and Eco-tourism. 

 

Fig.3- Visits to restoration sites of the reserve 



 

On the second day, the activity began with an important lecture by Mr. Raji Maasri on the 

importance of water resources and the most important challenges facing this vital resource, 

especially pollution. He talked about the development of a new management plan for water 

management in the biosphere reserve. The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature in 

Jordan (RSCN) then presented about the organization's structure, activities and projects. The 

final lecture before the field visit was presented by the representative of the International 

Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN-ROWA) in which they highlighted the activities of 

the Union in particular those related to the protection of biodiversity and the support of nature 

reserves. The participants then went to visit other sites and fences for planting as they visited 

the entrance of the Barouk Cedar Forest and exchanged a discussion with the fieldwork team 

in the reserve. They finally visited “Atelier Assaf” in Warhaniyeh, where the sculpture saves 

the history of humanity and its relationship with nature “one of SME’s within SBR”. 

      

Fig.4- Lecture by Mr. Raji Maasri                         Fig.5- Ethnobotany coffee break 



 

Fig.6- Visit to Dalboun Oak Forest 



 

Fig.7- Visit to Barouk Cedar Forest entrance    

 

Fig.8- Visit to “Atelier Assaf” in Warhaniyeh 

 On the third day, participants from nature reserves in Lebanon presented lectures and 

illustrated presentations to share their experiences with participants. The participants then 



went to visit the entrance to the Maasser El-Shouf cedar forest, some of the planting sites 

and other restoration sites (planting seedlings). They then headed to the eastern part of the 

reserve, to Aana where there is a potential fence to reintroduce the nubian ibex that will 

be transferred from Jordan in cooperation with RSCN and the Wadi Rum Reserve. After that 

the participants visited Ammiq wetland before their departure to beirut to visit the garden 

show, where they met the different booths of protected areas, tour operators and 

environmental NGO’s. 

      Fig.9 Visit to Aana where there is a potential fence to reintroduce the nubian ibex 



 

Fig.10- Visit to Ammiq 

 

Fig.11- Visit to Maasser cedar forest 

 


